Amaurosis fugax in ocular vascular occlusive disorders: prevalence and pathogeneses.
To investigate systematically the prevalence of amaurosis fugax (AF) in various ocular vascular occlusive disorders individually and to discuss the pathogeneses of each. The study comprised patients with central retinal artery occlusion (271 eyes), branch retinal artery occlusion (169 eyes), ocular ischemic syndrome (39 eyes), central retinal vein occlusion (864 eyes), hemi-central retinal vein occlusion (67 eyes), branch retinal vein occlusion (285 eyes), nonarteritic anterior ischemic optic neuropathy (946 eyes), and giant cell arteritis with visual loss (147 eyes). At first visit, all patients had a detailed ophthalmic and medical history and comprehensive ophthalmic evaluation and systemic evaluation. Prevalence of AF was 12.18% in central retinal artery occlusion, 14.20% in branch retinal artery occlusion, 15.38% in ocular ischemic syndrome, 4.86% in central retinal vein occlusion, 37.84% in central retinal vein occlusion with cilioretinal artery occlusion, 13.43% in hemi-central retinal vein occlusion, 0.35% in branch retinal vein occlusion, and 2.54% in nonarteritic anterior ischemic optic neuropathy. In giant cell arteritis, 32.4% of patients with ocular involvement had a history of AF or 26.5% of the involved eyes. Amaurosis fugax in central retinal artery occlusion, branch retinal artery occlusion, and nonarteritic anterior ischemic optic neuropathy is mostly because of transient embolism. The pathogenesis of AF in each ocular vascular occlusive disorder is discussed. Prevalence and pathogenesis of AF in various ocular vascular occlusive disorders varies widely. Amaurosis fugax may be the presenting symptom in these disorders and that always requires urgent evaluation.